
Immigration Arrests:
Facts vs. Fiction



GENERAL DESCRIPTIONS 
OF RAIDS



Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
ICE - Enforcement and Removal 
Operations ERO

Most commonly known ICE entity
In charge of targeted deportations and 
removal of undocumented immigrants
Typically performing targeted operations
Often plain clothes and in unmarked cars

Customs and Border Protection 
CBP

In charge of enforcement 100 miles from 
border.
Typically wearing green
Conduct targeted operations within much 
of CA in conjunction with other agencies

ICE  Homeland Security 
Investigations HSI

Part of ICE
Engages in more specialized operations 
such as human trafficking, etc. 
Tasked with eliminating “transnational 
crimeˮ

U.S. Department of Homeland Security



Here are their ugly cars 



Los Angeles Police Los Angeles Sheriffs

Other cities and counties look different, 
so it is important to be familiar with the 
different uniforms. 



In reality: 

▪People with extended ties to the 
U.S.

▪ Old criminal convictions

▪Anyone without status that could 
be a “collateral arrestˮ

ICE claims to conduct routine 
operations

▪ Open warrants

▪ “Risk to public safety”

▪ Previous deportation orders

Targeted Communities



● During the first Trump administration, the majority of people were 
detained at home. 
○ People were targeted in their homes or apartments. 
○ Collateral arrests were also performed 
○ Typically, these operations happen in the early hours before or 

while people are headed to work
○ Nevertheless, arrests remained relatively unchanged from the 

Obama administration to the Trump administration
● We expect workplace raids to increase. 
● Arrests around school sites when parents are dropping their 

children off at school. 

TACTICS EMPLOYED



● ICE is attempting to increase forces by enlisting other 
agencies

● ICE lacks the resources required to undertake 
wide-spread operations (rounding people up on the street, 
at community meetings, at schools, etc). So probability of 
this remains low. 

● Reliance on pressure, fear, and panic 

Raids and enforcement - What can we expect 
this time around? 



● No more “prioritiesˮ for removal 
● Laken Riley allows for apprehension during court process, without a 

criminal conviction
● Collateral arrests
● Expansion of “Expedited Removalˮ
● Fewer avenues for relief after or during detention

○ Prosecutorial discretion
○ Parole or bond

●  Sensitive locations memo revoked

NEW EXPECTED TACTICS 



COMMUNITY AND 
PERSONAL DEFENSE



Strongest Defenses is the 4th and 5th Amendment Rights. 

➔ Do NOT answer any questions. Right to remain silent. 

➔ Do NOT Open the door (ICE agents almost never have a 
judicial search warrant) 

➔ DO NOT Sign any documents 

Know Your Rights 



● Public vs private space
•If public space such as lawn: ICE doesn’t need a warrant to enter
•If private space: ICE must have consent or a valid warrant
•Valid warrant = one signed by a federal or state Judge

•You can make your classroom and office a private space
•Put up a sign 
•Locks indicate private space
•University can designate restricted areas and limit access

Restricting ICE Access



ARREST WARRANT

➔ Signed by a judge
➔ Official court document
➔ Issued by a court
➔ Difficult to obtain, almost never

seen in immigration cases
➔ Allows for search and seizure 

of specific property 

ARREST WARRANT



IMMIGRATION 
WARRANT

16

➔ Signed by DHS 
official

➔ Not signed by a 
judge

➔ Issued by 
Department of 
Justice

➔ Does not allow for 
search and seizure



Differences from Arrest Warrant: 
➔ Signed by ICE agent
➔ Not signed by a judge
➔ Issued by DHS, not the 

department of justice
➔ Does not allow for search and 

seizure
➔ Most common document 

NOTICE TO APPEAR



Security Plans

● Most at risk continue to be people with 
arrest warrants, criminal history, or 
previous deportations

● Beware notario fraud and other fraudulent 
activities

○ Anything that sounds too good to be 
true probably is

● 4 Cs: 
○ Children 
○ Counsel 
○ Cash
○ Contacts 

PREPAREDNESS PLANS



HOW WE RESPOND TO 
RAIDS



LA RAPID RESPONSE NETWORK

Santa 
Monica

Valle de 
San 

Gabriel

L.A. 
RRN

South 
L.A.

Valle de 
San 

Fernando

Palmdale Boyle 
Heights 

East 
L.A.

Central  
L.A.

Purpose: 
1. Verify reports of raids, checkpoints, or other types of immigration activity in the 
community and activate the major rapid response hotline if necessary. 
2. Support the affected individuals at the scene of the immigration enforcement action.

Pico-
Union

888 6244752  



DIAGRAM OF THE RAPID RESPONSE 
NETWORK

 I.  Report of a raid Report comes in to RRN

 

II
II. Verification

 

- Activist and organizer first 
responders sent out to verify
-  Attorneys (if needed/available)

 

After initial verification, report sent 
to committee leader, Decision is 

taken on whether to activate or not. 

 



 

 

Following Activation , the assigned roles  of the  
Rapid Response Network 

1. Information Coordinator/ Basic Information 
Gatherer

2. Media Coordinator 
3. Additional Investigators
4. Send Attorney to Raid Sites 
5. Local Government Agency 
6. Organize mobilize for demonstration/ action 
7. Internal Communication Coordinator 

8. Legal Representation Coordinator 

 III. Initial Action/  
    Activation 

V. Detention 
Deportation  
Attempts to Free 
Individuals 

∙ Interviews B 18
∙ Access to Attorneys 
∙ Local Advocacy 
∙ Support Actions 
∙ Bond 
∙ Stay of removal



◼ Committee: 
▪ Responsibilities include: 

▪ Create base of first responders in our area 
▪  Dispatches first responders to verify immigration enforcement action 
▪ Able to identify when we need to activate our broader network 
▪ Communicate with members of the central committee of the RRN

▪ Organize a protest or other direct action, if required.
 

◼ Team member of the RRN 
▪ Responsibilities include:

▪Check reports of ICE activity in our area

▪Communicate with the Team Leader via text and/or email If you witness arrests

▪Document everything as if you were a journalist 

FUNCTIONS OF THE RAPID 
RESPONSE NETWORK



1. Once an ICE raid is reported, a First Responder Team Leader 
should inform his or her group members and ask who can 
verify/document possible ICE activity. Communication is key. 
When the participant comes out to confirm activity, they 
should:
a. Verify whether an ICE raid occurred
b. Offer support to folks detained and their families
c. Collect evidence of the raid, complete the Documentation 

Form*, and document any potential legal violations.
2. Locate detainees and ensure they have access to an 

immigration attorney.

RESPONDING



Fill out the DOCUMENTATION FORM FOR RAIDS to 
document raids 

◼ Did you see any violations of the law?
◼ How many officers and cars present? 
◼ What other questions would you have?

DOCUMENTATION FORM





◼ Check, Document! 
◼ Communicate with the team 
◼ Plan protest 
◼ Reach out to community and 

organizations to develop support 
network

◼ Educate - Have “Know Your Rightsˮ 
events

◼ Recruit more people into the First 
Responder committee 

◼ Share materials

REVIEW OF FIRST RESPONDER ROLES

VerificarVerify

Alert Alertar

Support Apoyar





◼What type of evidence should be looked for during/after a raid?
▪ Record details of the scene; vehicles, who is present, any statements 
made. 

▪ Count the number of ICE agents and license plate
 numbers, if possible.

◼How to collect evidence
▪ Video Recording

▪ In California, you can record and take photos in public places. 
▪ In a private space, you will need to record openly (so others can see), or ask 

for consent. 
▪ Taking Witness Statements 
▪ Collecting contact information of onlookers (but be careful!

IMPORTANCE OF DOCUMENTING EVIDENCE



Security Plans
FOLLOW FOR MORE

Laura Urias- Immigrant Defenders
Lurias@immdef.org

Pedro Trujillo –CHIRLA
213-604-4519 

ptrujillo@chirla.org

Guillermo Torres– CLUE-LA
213-481-3740

torres@cluejustice.org Los Angeles Rapid 
Response Network
Hotline Number

888-624-4752




